Draft CONCEPT PAPER
TOWARDS A national Policy on Design
Design is a multi-disciplinary integrating, problem solving and opportunity creating discipline or activity that is critical for social and economic development since it helps create products, services and identities which have functionalities, aesthetics and cultural harmony. Design has the potential to create employment, business opportunities and to integrate holistically social development.  

The role of design has become especially critical in the 21st century of innovation and knowledge based economy wherein the leadership in the marketplace is determined by a complex set of attributes that need to be synthesized into great products and services. IPR creation and protection form the basis of the new competitive paradigm. The rate of change in the marketplace of the globalised economy is so rapid that design now becomes a continuous value adding activity which needs commitment and involvement at different policy making and implementing units, at global, national, regional and local levels.

Approach to Design Development: Focus

Approach for giving a design thrust to the Indian economy, given the relatively nascent stage of design development in the country, requires focused attention envisaging the following:-

a. Formal Entrepreneurial sector involving large Corporates and SMES

b. Informal sector including the Crafts and artisanal Sectors

c. Government sector including Government and Public Services & Institutions 

The immediate goal before us is to communicate and to demonstrate that Design is concerned with the appropriate use of raw materials, increased productivity, health and human safety, preservation of natural and cultural resources, enhancement of work environments, and with expanding work opportunities and earnings at every level of economic activity. 

Need for a Policy Statement

There has not been enough attention given to the design at the strategic level and for promoting Indian products, services and ideas on the global arena. A policy statement by the Government would provide long term guidance to coordination of efforts in a society to promote national awareness and consensus on the use of design as a Strategic tool for economic prosperity and to incorporate it firmly within national planning and priorities. The importance and significance of design has been missed out in the Science and technology and Education policies. 

The proposed National Design Policy may while recognizing the emerging needs of a global innovation economy may attempt role of design in the global Intellectual Property Rights regime which is expected to shape the flows of premium for innovation in the value chain of industry, commerce and service.

Developing Indigenous Capability

The proposed policy may direct efforts in strengthening and developing the indigenous capacity for Design through a renewed emphasis on providing support to design initiatives as manifested in R&D, product development, rapid prototyping, digital design, service design, innovation centres, design studios as well as training, research, consultancy and promotion of design-led marketing and brand marketing of Indian products and services.

The products of high growth and potential like Jewellery, Automobiles, Toys and sectors like Textile, Apparel, Accessory, Handicrafts and Handlooms, Leather, Animation, Game design and several other segments need to be stimulated by every possible means to use design service to respond to the demands of both domestic and export markets. Other sectors and services include:

· Agriculture: Tractors & Equipments, protective gear, instruments, implements. 

· Manufacturing: (Industrial & Engineering Design) Textile, machine tools, toys, ceramics, interiors, auto appliances, white goods, design for the needy, FMCG, quality of life products, rural design, utilities convergent digital devices.

· Services: Urban design, IT & Communication, tourism, education, trade & commerce, export, environment, Government services and public utilities.

Towards this objective, the National Institute of Design and other important academic and research institutions like IDC, IIT and allied technology R & D and innovation organizations must help identify and serve such priority needs in the public and private sectors by networking with industry associations, user industry groups and desiring synergies of various initiatives.

Policy mechanisms should motivate breakthrough opportunities for Indian industry to compete in the global market and to create Indian products and services to stand up to the global competition. Design remains an indispensable tool for export promotion in an increasingly competitive world. Therefore design for exports must be a vital component of India's strategy in international trade.

The role and impact of centralised and dedicated design facilities in Industrial, handicraft and other natural clusters needs to be fully exploited

Industries should be actively encouraged to invest in Design as is being done in Korea and now in China for developing indigenous global brands thereby adding vitality to their corporate and marketing strategies.  

Measures for enhancing Design consciousness

With a view to enhance Design consciousness in the country, it is imperative that  the education system in centres of Design learning should be geared up to bring out best designers and design professionals, design entrepreneurs and job creators. There should be a constant thrust on innovation and there should be close Institute-Industry nexus. Apart from this, there has to be enough motivation or incentive for design development as well as use of designs in industrial products. A system of instituting awards in this regard may be possible. There is also the need of a body, which can provide a direction in the efforts for design development and also work towards synergy between various other similar institutions also with the user industry. The body could have representation from the experts, industry and institutions. The role and functions of the body could be promotion of design in the country through various means while working closely with other such organizations in different countries, Intellectual property protection, development of design profession including prescribing code of ethics for design profession and  organize exhibitions, events like Design Expo. 
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